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Island,* brought four of them to us. It was a great
consolation to receive visits from Frenchmen at such
a season and to hear news of Kébec and the three
Rivers. We were also deeply astonished to see that
a young [51] man like him, only twenty to twenty-
two years old, had the courage to follow the Savages
over ice and snow, and through forests, forty succes-
sive days, and for the space of some three hundred
leagues,—carrying, dragging, and working as much
as, and more than any of his band, for these Barbari-
ans, having arrived at their halting place, made him
get ready their meal, while they warmed themselves
and rested. Furthermore, he taught us a good les-
son; for if, to satisfy a wish to see, he took so much
pains, and endured such hardships in a season so
rude and over roads so strange,—surely Religious
persons, urged on by a holy desire to win souls to
God, ought in no way to dread the roughness of the
roads which the convenience of Canoes, the pleasant-
ness of the Summer season, and the company of
generally helpful Savages, render not only much less
annoying, but even to some extent agreeable. Be-
sides, while God has admirable consolations for
those who fear him, he has much greater ones for
those who love him.

The occasion of the coming of these Island Sav-
ages to the country of the Hurons was the death [52]
of twenty-three persons whom the Iroquois had mas-
sacred, notwithstanding the peace. This perfidy had
excited a strong desire for vengeance. They had
collected some twenty-three collars of Porcelain, to
rouse the Hurons and the Algonquins to take up
arms and lend them assistance, promising that our
French would be of the party, as against the com-



